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Rock In Opposition

Event 2007
Ok, so let’s say you're an avant-progressive
music fan. Here are a few quick questions.
What if you were given the opportunity to
travel to one of the most beautiful places
on the planet and spend three days and
nights listening to 10 bands you hold in
very high regard? Furthermore, you get
the chance to mix and mingle with like-
minded folks trom all aver the globe who
are all there for the same reason you are.
Nat only that, but all the musicians who
are performing are easily accessible dur-
ing an after-show press conference. What
if this all happens during mid April, a time
when this said location is basking in its
perfect springtime splendor? The venue
it's being held in has perfect sight lines,
extremely comfortable stadium-like seat-
ing and pristine sound. If its” within your
ways and means, would you support
such an animal?
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W Baja Prog XII (www.bajaprog.org/) reconvenes in Mexicali on March
26-29, 2008. Bands include (from Italy) Banco del Mutuo Soccorso,
Le Orme, New Trolls, and the Alex Carpani band; returning from
Spain is Omni, from Japan Djamra and Quikion, Yes offshoot
Circa, representing Poland is Riverside, L.A.’s Rocket Scientists,
several surprises from Argentina, Chile, and Mexico, and hometown
heroes Cast.

B ROSfest (www.rosfest.com/) celebrates Spring from May 2-4, 2008 by inviting Ambrosia,
Starcastle, Circa, Crack the Sky, Wishbone Ash, Black Bonzo, and more to the Keswick
Theater in suburban Philadelphia.

B The International Festival Musique Actuelle (www.fimav.qge.ca/) in Victoriaville, Quebec will
run from May 15-19, 2008. Highlights include a star-studded band playing the Art Bears
Songbock, and a similar but different cast of heavyweights called The Dreamers, under the
watchiul eye of John Zorn.

m The tenth NEARfest (www.nearfest.com/) will begin in its customary home on the campus of
Lehigh University in Bethlehem, PA on June 20~22, 2008. Bands include Banco del Mutuo
Soccorso, Liguid Tension Experiment, Peter Hammill, echolyn, Discipline, and Synergy.
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Well, for me, the answer is of course a
resounding, table pounding yes! I'm talk-
ing of course about the first (hopefully
annual) RIO Festival which took place
In Garmaux France at the Maison de la
Musique, a venue pretty much in the

middie of nowhere in the south of France
 Just east of Toulouse.

& Briefly, RIO, which stands for Rock in

¢ Opposition was an idea started back in
the 70's by Chris Cutler of Henry Cow. It
was a collective of like-minded musicians
from the UK and mainland Eurepe who
organized themselves to achieve an end
result of facilitating their particular brand
of music to... whoever would listen and
take an interest. This would entall, among
& other things, setting up networks of pro-
moters to “get the word out” about gigs,
finding friendly venues to perform in,
helping each other out with food and
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